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Abstract

Nations progress and development are measured by the
amount of educational resources they own which take
the responsibility of construction and advancement. The
“TVE” contribution supporting continuous development
, prepares human leaders, fights poverty, as well as, affect

employment variables and standards of living.

The study aims at inspecting obstacles causing difficul-
ties for TVE in Palestine. The researchers used the ana-
lytical method to highlight TVE reality then to benefit
out of it to form solution to overcome all these problems.

The study concluded that TVE in Palestine suffers from
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various problems mainly related to: The low amount of
materials in the Palestinian syllabus related to the top-
ic of TVE, the great weakness in preparing teachers or
trainers where they focus on theory and neglect applica-
tion materials, whether before starting or after the teach-
ing process. In addition to the inability of the labs to meet
students needs, as well as, the lack of books related to
TVE in the collages libraries, and the lack of motivation

for both students and teachers.

Another factor is - the small amount of fund on the
TVE and the poor class of students who join TVE in-
stitutions where other people in their society would
feel like they are inferiors. The two researchers con-
cluded that applying the suggested recommendations
would help solving problems facing TVE in actual sit-
uations to improve TVE in the Palestinian educational

institutions in the futures.
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Abstract:

The research aims to detect the reality of the availability of professional
technological empowerment to the students in technical education col-
leges, facing the modern technological developments in Gaza Governor-
ates according to the students' points of view and how to improve it, the
search takes the technical colleges in Gaza as a model for field study, and
the study sample consisted of 157 students whom are in the final stages of
their academic program in 2014-2015. To achieve this, the researcher using
the descriptive analytical approach by applying a questionnaire divided
into three areas to identify the availability of professional empowerment

technological colleges in technical education from students' points of view.
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The results shows that the reality of the availability of professional techno-
logical empowerment to the students in technical education colleges, due
to the modern technological development are available with a high degree
by relative weight (78.86%) on the areas of the research: the use of comput-
ers, use of the Internet, the use of second-generation tools.

Also the results show the developing of the technical education colleges in
the availability of professional technological empowerment to students on

areas of the research.

The results also shows the presence of significant statistical differences in
the use of second-generation tools for the male respondents, showed re-
sults that were no significant differences between the averages of student
responses attributed to the cumulative average for the benefit of students
top rate in all areas of research differences (the use of computers, the use
of network Internet, the use of second-generation tools), results shows that
there were no statistically significant differences in the areas of resolution
in question due to the variable college. The results were interpreted in the
light of the literature of the study were presented a number of recommen-
dations to maintain a high level of professional technological empower-

ment facing the modern technological developments
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preneurship Networks and Creating Busi-

ness Opportunities in the Value Chain.

Component 2: Invest in the Palestinian La-
bour Force by improving and expanding the
technical vocational and educational train-
ing (TVET) in order to meet the needs of
the labour market and provide skilled work-

ers that have the competence to compete.

Component 3. Improve the Enabling Envi-
ronment by reviewing and amending eco-
nomic and financial policies and legislation,
including: tax and labour policies, social
security and health insurance policies. And
review the National Employment Strategy.
And Improve the Capacity of Ministry of
Labour In order to provide better employ-
ment services to labour and businesses,
and to carry out its functions. And support
relevant career guidance and counseling
programs at university and academic insti-
tutions, and strengthen the National Agen-
cy for Vocational Training and Employment

and the National Employment Fund.

Governance and Implementation

This programme will be implemented in
partnership with different governmental in-
stitutions ( especially, Ministries of Labor,
Education, National Economy, Agricultural,

Finance), private sector, non-governmen-
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Abstract

In order to overcome the constraints in the
Palestinian economy, alleviate poverty and
provide job opportunities to the Palestinian
labour force, the Palestinian Government,
in consultation with relevant governmental
and non-governmental actors has initiated
the work on a national program document
for Employment in Palestine, and this after
conducting a series of meetings, workshops
and brainstorming sessions under the lead-

ership of the Ministry of Labor.

The proposed timeframe for this employ-
ment program is five years (2015-2020).
And it is designed around the following

three main components:

Component 1: Stimulate Investment and Job
Opportunities by providing financial incen-
tives to businesses that employ an agreed
number of waged labours. And providing fi-
nancial contribution to existing businesses/
establishments in order to expand and start

new projects. And developing Local Entre-
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since 2012 slowed down further to less than
2 percent in 2013; and the economy entered
into recession in 2014. The economic decline
has resulted in growing unemployment. One
in five in the West Bank is unemployed, and

nearly every second person in Gaza.

Currently, the domestic Palestinian econ-
omy absorbs less than two-thirds of job
seekers (64.6 percent in Q2 2014), with the
tertiary (service) sector being by far the
largest employer. In Q2 2014 the service
sector provided for 32.3 percent of domes-
tic jobs in the West Bank and 57 percent of
domestic jobs in the Gaza Strip. The public
sector is the second largest provider of do-
mestic employment. In Q2 2014 the public
sector contributed to 15.6 percent of do-
mestic job opportunities in the West Bank

and 40.7 percent in the Gaza Strip.

Employment in industry, agriculture, and
construction feature behind the service
sector and the public sector.l About 8.7
percent of the Palestinian workforce is ab-
sorbed by the Israeli labour market, out of
which some 24,200 are forced by economic
conditions to participate in the construction
of illegal Israeli settlements on Palestinian
land. Labour absorbed by the Israeli market
is exclusively located in the West Bank, as

the Israeli labour market is not accessible

1. PCBS, Labour Force Survey April - June 2014, Q2/2014
(Revised), 02 October 2014

tal organizations, and trade unions. More-
over, a national higher committee will be
established to follow up the implementa-
tion of the programme in partnership with
the above-mentioned partners to ensure a
fair and transparent implementation. Do-
nors will be urged to abide by the terms of
this programme to avoid the duplication of
activities, and to maximize the impact and
benefit according to the national vision. The
programme is so flexible that it could pro-
vide full opportunity for the implementing
parties to propose creative projects that
can be financed and implemented in the
future according to the above-mentioned

components defined by all partners.

Introduction

Twenty one years after the signature of the
Oslo agreements, the Palestinian economy
today faces more constraints than any time
before. In the West Bank more than 60 per-
cent of the territory, with all its natural and
productive resources, is virtually out of reach
for Palestinians. East Jerusalem, the tradition-
al economic hub of the West Bank has been
totally isolated by the Separation Wall. Gaza’s
economy has been crushed by years of siege
and bombardments. And Palestine as a whole
remains subject to a prohibitive regime of Is-

raeli closures and trade impediments.

Growth in Palestine already decelerating
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domestic spheres). Female labour force
participation suffers from structural prob-
lems inherent within the Palestinian econo-
my as a result of distortions created during
Israeli occupation years. This situation has
been compounded by the fact that patri-
archal structures interconnected with eco-

nomic considerations.

The lack of work opportunities is the prima-
ry cause of the problems faced by Palestinian
women in the economic sector. This is due to
the deterioration of the productive capacity of
the Palestinian economy and its dependence
on external sources for growth (remittances
from workers in Israel and assistance of the
international community), in addition to the
constraints imposed by Israel and the limited

resources available to the State of Palestine.

In violation of its international obligation as the
occupying power, Israeli policies in “Area C” and
the ongoing construction and expansion of il-
legal settlements have altered the West Bank’s
landscape and caused a great damage to the
Palestinian economic potential. Furthermore,
settler violence against Palestinian civilians,
property and economic facilities exacts high

socioeconomic tolls on the Palestinian people.

Unemployment is undoubtedly the key trig-
ger for poverty, as well as economic and social
marginalization. Accordingly, the Government

of Palestine views sustainable employment

for residents of the Gaza Strip. The remain-
ing Palestinian labour force, amounting to

26.2 percent, is unemployed

Youth are disproportionally affected and
accordingly youth unemployment in the
Gaza Strip (age 15-29) hit a staggering 63.3
percent, leaving almost two-thirds of youth

in Gaza without income.?

Male employees constituted 81.9 percent of
total employees in Palestine compared to
18.1 percent for females. The distribution of
employees in the private sector, non-gov-
ernmental organization sector and govern-
ment companies in Palestine by Governor-
ate, results showed that Gaza governorate
was ranked at first place, where number of
employees reached 58,447 by 15.1 percent
of the total employees in Palestine followed
by Ramallah and Al-Bireh at 54,256 by 14.0
percent, while Tubas got the lowest number
of employees at 3,153 by 0.8 percent of the
total employees in the operating establish-
ments in Palestine.

Women in Palestine are economically active
than standard labour force measures are
able to represent. However; the low formal
labour force participation rates for Pales-
tinian women attest to the fact that wom-
en tend to be segregated into marginalized

sectors of the economy (the informal and

2. PCBS, Labour Force Survey April - June 2014, Q2/2014
(Revised), 02 October 2014
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The proposed timeframe for this employ-
ment program is five years (2015-2020). A
Higher Program Steering Committee (PSC)
will oversee its implementation along with
a highly qualified implementing team from

the MoL, MoA, MoNE and other partners.

In summary, the proposed program is de-
sighed around the following three main

components:

Stimulate Investment Opportunities, Invest
in the Palestinian Labour Force, and Im-

prove the Enabling Environment.

In the discussion leading up to the above
mentioned components, stakeholders em-
phasized that in order to ensure a success-
ful implementation of the Program, a set of
preconditions needs to be in place, which
require serious efforts by all partners (local
and international). These preconditions are:
(1) Stability and Rule of Law, (2) Supportive
Legal Framework, (3) Improved infrastruc-
ture, (4) Access to finance, (5) Skilled la-
bour force.

The following is a summary of the proposed
interventions under the three main compo-

nents of the program:

Component 1: Stimulate Investment and

Job Opportunities

generation by the private-sector as the main
vehicle for combating poverty and inequality
at the social level, and for stabilizing the bud-

get at the macro-economic level.

The reconstruction of the Palestinian econ-
omy in general and that of Gaza in partic-
ular requires not only substantial foreign
aid but also renewed development efforts
through investing in productive sectors and
crucial infrastructure so that the produc-
tive base is rebuilt. Therefore and in order
to overcome the constraints in the Pales-
tinian economy, alleviate poverty and pro-
vide job opportunities to the Palestinian
labour force, the Palestinian Government,
in consultation with relevant governmental
and non-governmental actors has initiated
the work on this program document, titled:
“Comprehensive Strategic Program for Em-

ployment in Palestine.”

Under the leadership of the Ministry of La-
bor, a series of meetings, workshops and
brainstorming sessions were conducted to
come up with the best realistic policies and
interventions aiming at stimulating econom-
ic activities, improving the labour market
and creating job opportunities. This will be
carried out through implementing targeted
strategic interventions in full partnership
with sister ministries, academic institutions,
civil society organizations, private sector

and international partners.
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itate Job Match-Making: This intervention
aims at creating/improving the link be-
tween employers and job seekers. The Pro-
gram will work with local businesses and
labour force to build partnerships that con-
nect employers and job seekers based on

local needs and gaps.

Support to Non-Agricultural Cooperatives:
Through this intervention, the Program will
facilitate the creation of professional coop-
eratives, focusing on productive and mar-
keting cooperatives, including training and
technical assistance support to the newly

established cooperatives.

Investing in Agribusiness and Agri-Indus-
try: This intervention aims at improving the
agribusiness and agri-inductry capacity and
linkages with small farmers and will be im-
plemented in close cooperation with the

Ministry of Agriculture.

Component 2: Invest in the Palestinian La-

bour Force

Improve and Expand the Technical Voca-

tional and Educational Training (TVET):

Through this intervention, the Program wiill:

Provide Incentives to Encourage Waged
Employment: As part of this intervention,
the Program will work with its local and in-
ternational partners to secure appropriate
subsidies and financial incentives to busi-
nesses that employ an agreed number of

waged labours.

Motivate Potential through Real-Life Entre-
preneurship Projects: Through this inter-
vention, the Program will provide financial
contribution to existing businesses/estab-
lishments in order to expand and start new

projects.

Develop Local Entrepreneurship Networks
and Create Business Opportunities in the
Value Chain: Through this intervention, the

Program will:

Organize networking events to create busi-
ness opportunities for entrepreneurs by
connecting them to larger businesses,Build
hubs that serve as one-stop shops to entre-
preneurs, e.g. offering training, mentoring
and networking in one place,Leverage ex-
perienced entrepreneurs as role models
and mentors.

Provide specific support to SMSEs that en-
ables them to be part of a value chain, and
Ensure sustainability of initiatives by mak-
ing them beneficial for the participants and

their businesses.

Create Innovative Partnerships that Facil-
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students’ chances to compete and secure

job opportunities after graduation.

From School-to-Work Transition: This inter-
vention will target universities and universi-
ty graduates in order to build the practical
capacity of students with marketable skills

for local businesses and industries.

Career Counseling and Guidance Programs:
Through this intervention, the Program will
provide continuous and age-appropriate
career counseling and guidance programs,
in public schools and universities, starting

as early as 6th grade.

Revive the “Transfer of Knowledge Pro-
gram” available through TOKTEN - UNDP:
In cooperation with UNDP, Ministry of La-
bour will work to expand the benefit of Pal-
estinian public, private and civil society in-
stitutions from the TOKTEN program. Such
program will allow local companies/organi-
zations to benefit from Palestinian experts
residing in the Diaspora. Those experts
will be given the opportunity to return to
Palestine for a short period of time to pro-
vide training and contribute to knowledge

transfer to university students and/or TVET

trainees.

Component 3: Improve the Enabling Envi-

ronment

Upgrade the government vocational train-
ing centers, Carry out an assessment and
inventory of the market needs in order to
identify gaps related to specialized fields
that are new or still needed in the jobs mar-
ket, Based on the assessment, Ministry of
Labour will introduce the needed skills and
specializations to the curriculum of the ex-
isting vocational training centers, as well
as, strengthen and modernize the current

TVET programs.

Launch Public Relations Campaigns to Im-
prove the Image of Vocational Training: In
order to ensure a successful implementa-
tion of the previous intervention, change the
negative perception and stereo type of the
vocational training and education, and max-
imize the net benefit of the vocational train-

ing centers and programs, the Program, will:

Organize open-house events to educate
parents and prospective students on career
prospects within industries/organizations,
andPromote role models and success sto-

ries in the local media.

Internship and Apprenticeship Programs:
Partnerships with local businesses/facto-
ries/workshops will be formed to allow
students of the vocational training cen-
ters to receive practical “on the job train-
ing” prior to graduation from TVET pro-

grams. Such opportunities will increase
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Transparent system for obtaining public
accreditation, and Practical procedures for
making qualifications transferable across

industries and organizations.

Improve the Capacity of Ministry of Labour: In
order to provide better employment services to
labour and businesses, the Program will offer
capacity development support to Ministry of

Labour to carry out the following key functions:

Inspect and monitor the compliance with
the minimum wage law, and with other laws
and regulations related to employment and
employees’ rights.Develop and manage
a Career Web Portal and a labour market
database. Enhance and oversee One Stop
Shops. Develop mobile services and smart
phones applications that provide employ-
ment services.Activate and improve the
functions of the currently existing eleven

Local Employment and Training Councils.

Build partnerships and synergies with civil
society organizations and international agen-
cies active in the field of employment and la-
bour force development and mobilization.

Build partnerships and ensure synergies with

private sector institutions and companies.

Publish specific commitments, e.g. number
of job opportunities for youth or training
programs provided, etc. Track progress of

commitments publically and specify target

Review and Amend Relevant Policy and Le-
gal Frameworks: The Program will carry out
a comprehensive review of the current eco-
nomic and financial policies and legislation,
including: tax and labour policies, social se-
curity and health insurance policies. Follow-
ing the comprehensive expert review, the
Program will propose changes that min-
imize the financial burden on SMSEs and
labour force, stimulate economic activities

and create more and new job opportunities.

Review and Update the National Employment
Strategy: The last national employment strat-
egy was developed in 2011. It was not updated
during the process of developing the Nation-
al Development Plan 2014 - 2016. Since then,
many changes took place in the Palestinian
economy, job market and employment, as
outlined in the Analysis section above. There-
fore, it is of critical importance to engage in a
transparent and inclusive process of review-
ing and updating the existing strategy of 2011.
The Program will initiate and complete the
process in 2015, in consultation with local and
international partners, as well as governmen-
tal and non-governmental stakeholders.

Develop Occupational Standards for Both
Public and Private Sectors: In order to en-
sure relevance of the training and vocation-
al education programs, The Program will

ensure:

Industry-wide occupational standards,
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ment Fund, the financial arm of the Agency,
as best available mechanism for supporting

employment and creating jobs.

indicators and milestones used.

Support Relevant Career Guidance and
Counseling Programs at University and Ac-
ademic Institutions. Through this interven-

tion, the Program wiill:

Strengthen the employment units at univer-
sities and improve coordination between

them.

Introduce a mandatory but “untraditional”
course in universities about career counsel-
ing and skills needed for the job market.
Strengthen the link between universities
and their graduates after graduation for
mutual support and guidance on employ-
ment issues.

Establish a web-based database for univer-
sity graduates to be used by businesses and

organizations looking for employees.

Strengthen the National Agency for Voca-
tional Training and Employment and the Na-
tional Employment Fund: In order to improve
good governance in the field of employment
and labour force development, the Program
will work to improve the capacity and func-
tions of the National Agency for Vocational
Training and Employment to serve as a vehi-
cle for monitoring and overseeing the Stra-
tegic Program. Additionally, the Program will

continue to support the National Employ-
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tion and communication technologies (ICT)
has resulted in many changes in the way
we work. It is generally acknowledged that,
when effectively implemented, the intro-
duction of new ICT contributes to economic
productivity and growth. As such, Europe-
an policy makers see innovation in the ICT
sector, and increased take-up of ICT in other
sectors, as an important means of attaining

the Lisbon goals ( Frinking et al.,2005).

The Information and Communications Tech-
nology (ICT) sector has a significant influ-
ence on the development of the Palestinian
infrastructure and on the quality of living.
The ICT sector has an imminent role in shap-
ing the future of Palestine as it facilitates
the ability for Palestinians to communicate
with others locally and globally regardless
to the Israeli occupation and its negative
drawbacks. As of 2007 year end, ICT sector
contributed about 10-12% of the GDP with a
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This paper discussed the need of ICT e-Com-
petencies Framework in Palestine, where the

rapid and continuous uptake of new informa-
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new ICT contributes to economic produc-
tivity and growth. As such, European policy
makers see innovation in the ICT sector, and
increased take-up of ICT in other sectors, as
an important means of attaining the Lisbon
goals ( Frinking et al.,2005).

The Information and Communications Tech-
nology (ICT) sector has a significant influ-
ence on the development of the Palestinian
infrastructure and on the quality of living.
The ICT sector has an imminent role in shap-
ing the future of Palestine as it facilitates
the ability for Palestinians to communicate
with others locally and globally regardless
to the Israeli occupation and its negative
drawbacks. As of 2007 year end, ICT sector
contributed about 10-12% of the GDP with a
market size of around $500 million. (Pales-

tinian ICT Sector -2009).

Palestinian ICT companies cover wide spec-
trum of the ICT market including hardware
distributors, software development firms, of-
fice automation vendors, and internet ser-
vice providers, and telecommunications
companies, ICT consulting and training com-
panies. ICT value added Growth is forecast-
ed in the next three years to be around 10%
annually. In Palestine for every job created in
ICT, 3 more jobs will be created in other sec-
tors. The total employment in the ICT econo-
my is about 15.000 persons and in ICT sector

about 5.000. (Palestinian ICT Sector -2009).

market size of around $500 million. (Pales-
tinian ICT Sector -2009).

Palestinian ICT companies cover wide spec-
trum of the ICT market including hardware
distributors, software development firms, of-
fice automation vendors, and internet ser-
vice providers, and telecommunications
companies, ICT consulting and training com-
panies. ICT value added Growth is forecast-
ed in the next three years to be around 10%
annually. In Palestine for every job created in
ICT, 3 more jobs will be created in other sec-
tors. The total employment in the ICT econo-
my is about 15.000 persons and in ICT sector

about 5.000. (Palestinian ICT Sector -2009).

Improving the employability in Palestine will
improve its economy. Most the private busi-
nesses do not use IT solutions for the lack
of ICT skills, thus increasing the level of ICT
skills will improve the Palestinian economy.
Not only to serve the local industry, but in-
crease the outsourcing industry in Pales-

tine, which is demanding for high ICT skills.

Introduction

Over the last two decades, the rapid and
continuous uptake of new information and
communication technologies (ICT) has re-
sulted in many changes in the way we work.
It is generally acknowledged that, when ef-

fectively implemented, the introduction of
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years ICT skills have been subjected to a
great boost in every part of the world, with
particular references of the most industri-
alized countries, however people with ICT
capabilities and competencies are suffering

of several problems, such as:

- Knowledge volatility due to the rapid ICT
technology upgrading;

- Knowledge alignment with the evolving
business need;

- Lack of bridging ICT knowledge and or-
ganizational one in efficient and effective
way;

- Knowledge rapid aging.

Several policies have been implemented by
centrals and local governments in order to
solve the above problems, however dynam-
ic dimension of such issues is still missing
together with the effective capability to
support demand and offer matching. This
is even more for less developed countries

such as Palestine.

In this context, two relevant questions

come up:

How is the Palestinian society responding
to the shortening of the technology lifecy-
cles in ICT and the accompanying obsoles-
cence of related knowledge, skills and com-

petences of its labour force?

Improving the employability in Palestine will
improve its economy. Most the private busi-
nesses do not use IT solutions for the lack
of ICT skills, thus increasing the level of ICT
skills will improve the Palestinian economy.
Not only to serve the local industry, but in-
crease the outsourcing industry in Pales-

tine, which is demanding for high ICT skills.

ICT Industry and the mobility of ICT spe-
cialists has the same common in the world.
In order to increase potential of Palestine
ICT- Specialist for International mobility and
make ICT education business oriented it’s
suggested to develop and implement the
system of vocational ICT education based

on European experience in this field.

Need for ICT e-Competencies Framework

ICT skills are more and more important in
the world wide Information Society. The lev-
el of business and administrative processes
computerization is considered as a crucial
enabling factor in both public and private
organizations for steering the competitive-

ness or simply for surviving in the market.

Moreover promoting knowledge economy
is one of the most important mean against
of today economic crises at any level of
competition such as local, national or inter-

national marketplace. Even if in the latest

&




21st Century. The framework supports key
policy objectives of the Grand Coalition for
digital Jobs and benefits an ever growing
user community from the EU and across the
world. ((European e-Competence Frame-
work 3.0 - 2014)

The framework provides an international
tool for (European e-Competence Frame-
work 3.0 - 2014):

- ICT practitioners and managers, with clear
guidelines for their competence develop-
ment.

- Human resources managers, enabling the
anticipation and planning of competence
requirements.

- Education and training, enabling effective
planning and design of ICT curricula.

- Policy makers and market researchers,
providing a clear and Europe-wide agreed
reference for ICT skills and competences

in a long-term perspective.

Conclusion

ICT Industry and the mobility of ICT spe-
cialists has the same common in the world.
In order to increase potential of Palestine
ICT- Specialist for International mobility and
make ICT education business oriented it’s
suggested to develop and implement the
system of vocational ICT education based

on European experience in this field.

What is Palestinian society doing to devel-
op e-competences, e-skills and adaptive ca-
pabilities in the new generation of profes-
sionals that will be in the labour market in

the coming decade (5 to 10 years)?

European e-Competence Framework

The European e-Competence Framework
(e-CF) version 3.0 provides a reference of
40 competences as required and applied at
the Information and Communication Tech-
nology

(ICT) workplace, using a common language
for competences, skills and capability lev-
els that can be understood across Europe.
As the first sector-specific implementation
of the European Qualifications Framework
(EQF), the e-CF was created for application
by ICT service, user and supply companies,
for managers and human resource (HR) de-
partments, for education institutions and
training bodies including higher education,
for market watchers and policy makers, and
other organisations in public and private
sectors. (European e-Competence Frame-
work 3.0 - 2014)

The e-CF was developed through a pro-
cess of collaboration between experts and
stakeholders from many different countries
under the umbrella of the CEN Workshop
on ICTSkills. The e-CF is a component of the

European Union’s strategy for e-Skills in the
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The result of building ICT e-competences

framework will be used for:

- Building direct and feedback connections
between labour market and educational
system (including vocational training one)
on the base of reliable monitoring of re-
quirements of employers.

- Implementation of an independent assess-
ment of quality of education through vol-
untary certification of qualifications of ICT
professionals, resulting from vocational
training;

- Continuous updating of educational con-
tent of ICT courses in universities and in

educational institutions of vocational ed-

ucation.

References

- Frinking, Erik, Ligtvoet, Andreas, Lundin,
Pernilla, Oortwijn, Wija. The Supply and
Demand of E-Skills in Europe, European
Commission,
2005 Sep.

European e-Skills Forum,

- Wihaidi, Rami. The Palestinian ICT Sector
... A Three-Year Outlook...Based on Eco-
nomic Indicators, The Palestine Informa-
tion and Communications of Companies
(PITA), United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID), 2009 May.

- http://www.ecompetences.eu/

The European e-Competence Framework
(e-CF) provides a reference of 40 compe-
tences as required and applied at the In-
formation and Communication Technology
(ICT) workplace, using a common language
for competences, skills and proficiency lev-

els that can be understood across Europe.

The European e-Competence Framework
provides a common language to describe
the competences including skills and knowl-
edge requirements of ICT professionals,
professions and organizations at five profi-
ciency levels, and is designed to meet the
needs of businesses and other organiza-

tions in public and private sectors.

In Palestine there was also developed National
Palestinian Qualifications Framework (NQF)
and a quality assurance system to improve
teacher training, modernizing curricula, diver-
sifying and improving the TVET infrastructure

but not for information technologies.

In order to build ICT e-Competencies frame-
work, we proposed comprehensive research
project to investigate the opportunities and
the obstacles for building this Framework
in Palestine. Where this research will serve
as a guide for policy makers in Palestine,
as well as for local government and other
key actors in ICT field and it will highlights
the opportunities and obstacles for building

ICT e-competences framework.
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Abstract

The role of vocational and technical edu-
cation in promoting employment oppor-
tunities for graduates in Hebron from the
perspective of providers of vocational and

technical education service.

This study aimed at identifying the role of vo-
cational and technical education(VET) in cre-
ating job opportunities for graduates from
VET institutions in Hebron Governorate. It also

tried to come up with recommendations to
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for its graduates. it also recommended cre-
ating proper mechanisms for cooperation
between the institutions of vocational and
technical education and the institutions of

the labor market.
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improve vocational and technical education,
through studying its criteria ; such as, offered
specializations, the curriculum, trainers, tech-

niques and supplies, and field training.

To achieve these goals, the researcher used
the descriptive analytical approach , and
the method of mass survey. The population
of the study consists of six vocational and
technical institutions under the supervision
of the Ministry of Education in Hebron Gov-
ernorate. (142) questionnaires were distrib-
uted to trainers in the institutions of VET. All
the questionnaires were collected; without
excluding any of them, to assess and em-
phasize the role of VET in creating job op-

portunities for graduates.

The results of the study revealed that VET
has a medium role in creating job oppor-
tunities for graduates. It also showed that
there is a relationship between the institu-
tions of VET and the labor market in cre-
ating job opportunities for its graduates.
However the level of this relationship is av-
erage and not sustainable. It also showed
that VET providers and employers do not
take advantage of the possibilities available
for each of them.

In the light of the results of this study, the
researcher recommended a set of recom-
mendations that aim to improve vocational
and technical education in order to reach a

higher level of creating job opportunities
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waxes as in the first phase of the curriculum
and then the students will use the computer
to create the designs first and then imple-
ment their designs.

The curriculum outputs are development the
students’ knowledge and skills such as com-
munication skills, soft skills and self-depen-
dent skills. Enhance the ability of thinking
for the students and planning, implementa-
tion as well. The students will be able to gain
the needed skills to get a job opportunity in

the ceramic and wax productions sectors.
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Educational groups with special needs are
considered the least interest in our cur-
rent society, as most of the special needs
schools lacked of modern curriculum, pro-
fessional and vocational tools and social
skills as well; which plays a major role in de-
velopment and enhancement the students’
knowledge and skills in order to rehabili-
tate those students and be able to engage
themselves in the market, independent and
live a good life.

We hope through this research to develop
the teachers in the field of special educa-
tion and direct them in educating their stu-
dents to develop those students and create
from them persons who can produce in the
future, be independent and enhance their
role in their families and the society.

The research proposed an educational, pro-
fessional curriculum and its implementation
plan for the special needs students aged (14
- 21 with limited mental mindset. The cur-
riculum specialized in creating small labs in
the schools equipped with special and safe
tools for the students to produce ceramic
and wax. Students will be able to produce

different shapes and designs of ceramic and

I -
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The Dakar Conference adopted the year 2015 as the
deadline to achieve the global goal of “Education for
All” With the exception of two of the six sub-goals,
all others were directly relevant to Technical and Vo-
cational Education and Training (TVET). However,

this was initially invisible to most governments.

Problem Statement:

In the 2003 UNESCO conference, TVET and devel-
opment of skills for employment formed two main
pillars in addressing the goal of “Education for All”
Nonetheless, the report of the International Con-
ference on Education in 2004, pointed to the failure
in the quality index in several Arab countries, in-
cluding Palestine. Despite the significant national
efforts that were invested to promote this sector, to
date, it still suffers from a multiplicity of structural
and policy challenges, all of which jointly encum-
ber it and prevent its effective responsiveness and

quality improvement.

Study Significance:

These challenges are the subject of this study, most
importantly, the absence of a high national gover-
nance structure including its operational arm that
serves as the central authority for decision-mak-
ing. This governance body works on necessary
policies and strategies, unifies fragmented exist-
ing qualification systems, creates comprehensive
national accreditation system that is effective for

all levels of education, links educational systems
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Previous Studies:

According to a recent study that was carried out
by AWRAD for CARE International (2014) about
the skills gap in the labour market one of the most
important factors that explains the existence of
this gap is the lack of policies and directives at the
national level. The study recommended activating
the role of the government in this regard including
in terms of; strengthening career counselling in
schools, development of relevant curricula, unifi-

cation of certificates, and jobs descriptions.

Conclusion:

So far, no practical or executive adoption of the NQF had oc-
curred, no Higher Council for TVET was founded, and no Na-
tional TVET Agency was established as the operational arm of the
Higher Council. The system is still closer to highly fragmented
projects with considerable discrepancy in quality and responsive-
ness to the market needs and the national development agenda,
which reflects poor political will and stereotypical mindset of the
decision maker.

Recommendations: The implication of the completion of this work
is revolutionary, uplifting, empowering, and comprehensively de-
velopmental. Therefore, it is necessary to activate and employ Pal-
estinian NQF in national policies as a reference to accreditation
and institutionalization towards the advancement of the sector.
Prior to that, an organizing governance structure that unifies the
language, philosophy and national accreditation standards in this

regard must be established.

References

with the Arab classification of professions to es-
tablish the principles, mechanisms and channels
for permeability and comparability and thus open
the blocked horizon and provide the flexibility that
allow individuals to move between and within the

different educational systems.

Aim of the Study:

Diagnose and understand the reasons behind the
poor implementation of the national TVET strat-
egy which represents the uppermost policy docu-
ment in this regard with special emphasis on the

National Qualifications Framework (NQF).

Area and Scope:

The study area is national policy with the spatial
scope being Palestine and the professional being

TVET at the tertiary education level.

Methodology:

The study adopted an analytical forward-looking
approach in examining the deliverables of the Na-
tional TVET strategy (2012) as a national project that
incorporates the development of the NQF. This is
subsequent to numerous workshops, meetings and
seminars that were held for producing the said
framework under the leadership of the Ministry of
Education and Higher Education and the Ministry
of Labour with wide participation of many interna-

tional and national institutions, including UNRWA.
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Abstract

This paper introduces the Concept of at-
tractiveness of Technical and Vocational
Education and Training and the Cultural
participations of its ramifications among-
stakeholders. The researcher used a de-
scription methodology “Review of Liter-
ature” as a tool to see into the scope of
guestions of the study. Three major ques-
tions were asked about the hindrances, ele-
ments, mechanisms and strategies needed-
to promote attractiveness of Technical and
Vocational Education, whereas recommen-
dations were furnished to further promote
attractiveness of TVET, such as effectuation
of Government Role; Reinforcement of em-

ployers to support Technical and Vocational
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Abstract

This paper examines the reality and the prospects
for financing Vocational Education and Training
(VET) in Palestine. The paper illustrates VET in
Palestine, its providers, target groups and the con-
text they operate in. It also displays the financing
of VET in Palestine, and analyse the financing of
governmental and non-governmental, the obsta-
cles and opportunities related to funding and the
international financial indicators related to the ef-
ficiency and effectiveness as well as Cost-Benefit
of the system.

The paper addresses the role and contribution of
social partners, development partners and donors
towards VET. In addition, the paper presents the
financial demand for access of the marginalized
groups and women in VET. It also illustrates mod-
els for local and international educational systems
that can reduce the cost of VET and increase its
financial efficiency, and provides income. The pa-
per presents suggestions for policies, systems and
models that could contribute to mainstreaming of

VET financing and sustainability of the system,

.=



ozl 154250 O Skl s ) ol Yl suss
sl By Jal 095 epdlod] Juy oyl
Gbladls olidl Loy Loyd g ol o puds
Cso il Lyl odsll o g3lis Bl s
gozw Lo O V) douome dugiue 42y dgo JS oty
s adly ppletl] dummsdl il Oloazd] L5 (odde
Lyinzlpe Cody 1999 ale Lubg 0,81 -l gl
2010 pls Laslely

Slsdmb] e dousll e G wddll Slud) (ls
gz 035y il SLadyl 5 & 3 )
3ly—bly 23 s B s SN Llomg
GULS d5-255 « iy mSladl J85 4,2 doludl
ol dp =)l L ha))) pasdl Lyasy e ddgyxe
LS Oloame Go Lanes (oliadl ¢ 3-blie &5
World) ddsxbly Lol Slwlyddl s il G
Lolasl HUY g1 les .(Bank 2013 UNOCHA 2015
R el gLyl Lypte (s ) e dslozzls
SYume pplassly coleid] Dl ga sV « Dl
slasW 55, jlasdl ) Josdl Gg—us SLoxdy
(2014 igh sl

Lol dSie 1
=l Olow s grmys Je i el Gzl
el Josdll o @ ppianlucey bl yadly
Lsedpe o ol Gg—d yudly sl o
ezl LS bladly Cleidl oo ol 31 e L55lELL
i) sl ol oy e 381
oo sl WSle 0929 by oldd] 2y g (8l
0=y ccy iy ed=ill o g 9l o As 0y
omelsd] 56 Lalisnk] Lumaznbls drsladyl Llgsll s
2 G g poshail] oed] Al Y gkl w sl
b ol 39w § dssilly dpaSd) OyLghl 852
&35 6381 5ol eodsel ma d0ylaLL alSie o]
pd=dl Oluwde 35le o CIRIL dlysé ddos

and their implications and requirements.

The research methodology of the study is based
on literature review of the different national and
international literature, and to use the findings
of recent researches conducted by the researcher,
with updated statistics and recent data from the
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and from
various VET institutions, in addition to conduct-
ing interviews with representatives of the private
sector and relevant research, based on the local

and global framework and indicators.
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